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Upcoming Events 
 

3rd November: 
Curriculum Day 

Student Free day 
 

4th November: 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday 
Student free day 

 
7th November: 

2026 Prep TransiƟon 9:00-
11:30 

 
13th November: 

Stormbirds CelebraƟon 
 

14th November: 
Staff professional 
development day 
Student free day 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

A great week at MNPS was highlighted by some 
important visitors, our 3/4 campers at Coonawarra 
and some terrific works around our school.  

With the surprise welcome visit of Premier Allen on 
Tuesday morning, our staff and children are to be 
congratulated on how we presented ourselves.  The 
school was humming on Tuesday morning as the 
Premier toured the school with Member for Eastern 
Victoria, Tom McIntosh, MP. They looked at our 
school, the Landcare efforts of our children and staff, 
and to see the state of our community’s aging 
gymnasium. They also looked at the proposed site of 
an Early Childhood Learning Centre. 

Our school captains and student leaders from the 
Secondary College engaged in great conversations 
with the Premier and Tom. They spoke about some of 
the schoolwork they have been involved with and 
some of the challenges they face in our community, 
as they led the entourage from the gym to the 
arboretum.  With the Premier being a passionate 
supporter of women’s sport, and in particular 
women’s basketball, local Olympian Belinda Snell led 
some conversations about the gymnasium, alongside 
Ruth Rogan of the Mirboo North and District 
Community Foundation, Secondary College Acting 
Principal Melissa Neil, and Secondary College PE 
teachers Angela Burke and Chole Hogg. 

Local Member and State National Party leader Danny 
O’Brien again visited and was welcomed into the 
school on Thursday, noting it was good to see the 
Premier take an interest in a potential development 
that is long overdue for our community.     

It was echoed in both visits that our schools support 
any proposal from the Mirboo North Schools and 
Mirboo North Community Gymnasium user groups 
that funding be included in the next State budget to 
support a feasibility study and high-level concept 
design for an Indoor Recreation Facility in Mirboo 
North.  Given that South Gippsland Shire’s own 
Community Stadiums Plan in August 2021 outlined 
the lack of any such facility in Mirboo North, the 
shire’s third largest town, we as a town need this 
addressed for community members and school 
children alike.    

For the background of the gym, the Mirboo North 
Community Gymnasium (Gym) is on the grounds of 
the Mirboo North Secondary College (Department of 
Education (DE) land) and it was built in the 1970s.  

The community funded 50% of the build cost and DE 
funded the other 50%.  Since then, it has provided an 
indoor recreation facility for thousands of community 
members and visitors.  It is used by both the Mirboo 
North Primary and Secondary Schools during the 
school day, and it is used by a number of different 
user groups after school hours. The facility itself 
comprises one small indoor basketball/netball court, 
a viewing balcony, change rooms, toilets and an 
office. 

That the building has reached the end of its life and 
planning is required for a facility to meet the existing 
and future needs, has been recognized by both the 
community and South Gippsland Shire over the past 
10 years.   

Over the years it has been suggested that an indoor 
recreation facility for the community should be built at 
the recreation reserve. The recreational groups and 
community have had numerous discussions about the 
best location.  There is broad agreement that locating 
this facility on the schools’ grounds allows for the 
sporting and healthy activity needs not only of the 
community but of the 700 students at the schools.  It 
allows for high utilization of a community asset.    

The Mirboo North Schools will continue to engage with 
the DE in relation to this project, which is on their 
land.  However, it should be recognized that the 
schools alone are not entitled to an expansion of an 
indoor recreation space based on their numbers.  
Along with a community gymnasium working group, 
we will continue to advocate for any redevelopment to 
happen at the school site.  

Our school always looks terrific at this time of year 
and it’s nice to see our fences finally nearing 
completion.  With thanks to the funding from the 
VSBA, this school led project delivered more than 
expected, with the Secondary H’wy fencing completed 
as well in the same project.  

A reminder that the 3rd of November will be a report 
writing day for staff and no children will be on site and 
the 4th of November is a public holiday.  

Have a great weekend.  

Kind regards,  

Matthew Snell 

Principal  

 
 

   
 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

3rd November: 
Curriculum Day 
Student Free day 
 
4th November: 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Student free day 
 
7th November: 
2026 Prep TransiƟon 9:00-11:30 
 
13th November: 
Stormbirds CelebraƟon 
 
14th November: 
Staff professional development day 
Student free day 
 
17th November: 
Japanese Drumming Workshop Gr 3/4 
 

19th November: 
School Council meeƟng 
 
21st November: 
2026 Prep TransiƟon 9:00-12:30 
 
25th - 27th November:  
Grade 6 Wilson’s Prom Camp 
 
27th - 28th November: 
Grade 2 Inverloch Camp 
9th December: 
Statewide TransiƟon day 
2026 Prep TransiƟon 9:00-12:30 
 
10th December: 
Prep Zoo Excursion 
Grade 1 Aquarium Excursion 
 
17th December: 
Grade 6 GraduaƟon  

18th December: 
Final day of Term 4 
 
19th December: 
Student Free day 
 

Page 2 MIRBOO NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER NO. 18 - 24th October 2025 

 

WORKING TOGETHER AWARDS 

Presented 10th October 

 

 Hunter, Liam, Wiley, Clara, 
Harper, Aubrie, Flynn, Rory 

WORKING TOGETHER AWARDS 

Presented 17th October  

 

 Ayla, Scarlett, Natasha, Alahna, 
Phoenix, 

Aurora, Juno, Edward 
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CHAPLAINCY NEWS 
Our wonderful school chaplain, Norm, will be retiring at the end of the 
year. If you have seen him previously & would like to catch up for a chat 

before he leaves, please let him know. Thanks! 

 

THANK YOU 
On behalf of Riley we would like to thank our school community for 
supporting World Cerebral Palsy Day last Friday, by wearing a splash 
of green and bringing a gold coin donation.  We raised $250 which we 
will forward to Cerebral Palsy Australia to help them continue to raise 
awareness and support those living with CP. Well done Riley on your 
resilience and thank you for continuing to inspire us each and every 
day with your determination and the way you embrace life. We are very 
proud of you!  

REGIONAL ATHLETICS 
We are so proud of all the students who participated last Wednesday, at Regional Athletics! We have 3 
students who have qualified for the State Finals in Melbourne in November. A big thanks to Miss Brown, 

Mel, Vanessa and Steven for driving some students and all the parents who came and supported . 



Page 4 MIRBOO NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER NO. 18 - 24th October 2025 

Teddy Bear Hospital  
 

Last Friday the 10th of October our junior school participated 
in our first Teddy Bear Hospital incursion. The program was 
ran by the Monash University Rural School of Medicine 
students. The junior school were taken through 9 activities 
that related to health and wellbeing. The goal of the program 
to reduce “white coat anxiety” and normalising and 
explaining doctor and hospital visits and some health 
concerns and treatments they may receive over the years. 
Our preps, 1s and 2’s got to experience a cast on their 
fingers, pretend x rays, were explained about asthma, germs 
amongst other topics. “Big Bear” was our special visitor 
along with our own teddy ‘patients’ we brought from home. The kids had such an amazing time 
and all the learning was hands on and play based- we learnt a lot. We are very grateful to the 
students who gave up their time to share their knowledge and skills with our kids.  

ART NEWS 
This week was National Water Week, and in term 3 all students in Prep to Year 4 had the opportunity to 
design and create a poster during art lessons to enter into the National Water Week Poster Competition 
held by Gippsland Water. There were many amazing deigns produced by our creative students to 
communicate this year’s theme for the competition: “Water Heros: Save Every Drop!” We are very proud 
to announce that two of our extremely talented students were chosen as 1st place winners for their year 
level categories by Gippsland Water, with Charlotte T. in JKW winning the Foundation category; and Lenny 
in MTT winning the Year 3 and 4 category. It was also extremely exciting to receive the news this week 
that, not only did Lenny win the local competition, but her poster was also elected as the 2nd place winner 
in the statewide competition. Congratulations to these two very deserving winners! 
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